SUN AND THE BIBLE

but these suggested weaknesses were mere chaff
in his mind, swept away by Christ's wonder phi-
losophy that had built up the world into new races
of men.

Sun Tat Sen is not a dreamer as many suppose.
He is most intensely practical. His philosophy is
the philosophy of the plow as it turns up its fur-
row, and not that of the birds that scatter seed in
their flight. Therefore, Christianity appealed to
him because it had accomplished practical won-
ders that he could never have believed, had he not
seen them himself. He saw that it disciplined
men, made them single heads of wholesome fami-
lies, reduced their weaknesses, and added to their
strength. To him, at that early and susceptible
period of his life in the Hawaiian schools, the
teachings of the Nazarene were at the foundation
of that great edifice of knowledge that taught men
the way of a pure wisdom within the reach of all.

He recalled the beauties of the teachings and
lessons of Confucius and of Mencius. He could
understand now these phrasings which, at first,
in the village school had been so incoherent to his
comprehension.

Unlike many other lads taught in the village
school, he had, at length, drawn a sweet philosophy
from those classical golden texts. He believed
thoroughly in the Chinese theory of morality, but

153